380                Anti-Theistic Theories,
LECTURE    X.
PANTHEISM.
WHEN we observe how widespread pantheism is, and has always been, we are naturally led to ask, Why has it proved so attractive ? The consideration of this question may be combined with that of another equally important: Does it deserve to be as attractive as it has actually proved to be ? These are the two questions which I shall keep before me in the present lecture. While endeavouring so far to answer both, I shall consider them, as I have just indicated, not apart, but in connection. Thus viewed they are practically equivalent to the single question, What are the real and apparent merits and defects of pantheism ?
Let us, in the first place, seek an answer by judging of pantheism as a response to the purely and properly religious wants of human nature.